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SUBJECT: TRADE FAIR: SPOKANE FOR NEW DELHI? NO SALE' 

1. MOTHERLAND DECEMBER 5 REPORTED DEPUTY MINISTER FOR 

COMMERCE A.C. GEORGE RESPONDED TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION 
DECEMBER 4 BY SAYING, "INDIA WAS NOT PARTICIPATING IN THE 
EXPO-74 WORLD TRADE FAIR BEING HELD AT SPOKANE IN USA NEXT YEAR." 

2. COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR CONTACTED U.C. TIWARI, DIRECTOR 
OF EXHIBITIONS AND COMMERCIAL PUBLICITY, GOI MINISTRY OF 

COMMERCE AND REQUESTED CONFIRMATION OF THE ABOVE. TIWARI 
CALLED THE MOTHERLAND STORY "KITE FLYING." HE DID CONFIRM, HOWEVER, 
THAT THE MINISTRY "RELUCTANTLY RECOMMENDED AGAINST PARTICIPATION IN 
THE SPOKANE FAIR." 

3. TEJA (MEA) RAISED SPOKANE/DELHI EXCHANGE WITH CHARGE LAST WEEK. 

HE STATED THAT AMBASSADOR KAUL WAS PUSHING THIS ACTIVELY, AND 
TALKING OF A DEAL WHEREBY INDIAN PARTICIPATION IN SPOKANE FAIR WOULD 
BE TRADED FOR US PARTICIPATION AT DELHI, BUT TEJA DID NOT MENTION 
DEPUTY MINISTER GEORGE'S PARLIAMENTARY REPLY OR ANYTHING ABOUT A GOI 
DECISION AGAINST SPOKANE. CHARGE COMMENTED THAT USG HAD TO EXAMINE 
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PARTICIPATION IN TRADE FAIRS EXTREMELY CAREFULLY TO INSURE THAT 
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RESULTS IN COMMERCIAL TERMS ARE WORTH THE EFFORT. OUR PRESENT 
ASSESSMENT WAS THAT THE 1974 DELHI FAIR DID NOT WARRANT A COMMERCIAL 
PRESENCE. WE WERE. HOWEVER, EXAMINING OTHER POSSIBILITIES OF 
PARTICIPATION. TEJA REPLIED THAT HE COULD UNDERSTAND THIS POINT OF 

VIEW FULLY. IN FACT, GOI TENDED TO TAKE SIMILAR POSITION ON SPOKANE. 

COMMENT: WE ARE EXAMINING THE POSSIBILITY AND COSTS OF A 
LIMITED NON COMMERCIAL PRESENCE AT DELHI TRADE FAIR. WE SHALL 
ADVISE AS SOON AS OUR APPROACH HAS BEEN BETTER DEFINED. END 
COMMENT. 

MOYNIHAN 
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